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• Why? To build a national database about these programs to support 
improved education practice for Native American students. 

• What? The survey will showcase Native communities’ efforts to 
strengthen their language education through immersion teaching 
methods. Survey questions ask about demographic information, 
program goals, key features, and outcomes. 

• How is “immersion” defined? At least 50% of instructional time is 
spent in the Indigenous language. Immersion may take place both 
in and out of school.   

• Who? If you are involved with or know about an Indigenous 
immersion program, please watch for the survey to be distributed 
online or sign up to receive the survey – email us at: ili@ucla.edu.  

• Find out more about this research study at: 
(https://www.spencer.org/featured-grantees) 

Research Team:  
Teresa L. McCarty, University of California, Los Angeles, Principal Investigator  
Tiffany S. Lee (Diné/Lakota), University of New Mexico, Co-Principal Investigator 
Sheilah E. Nicholas (Hopi), University of Arizona, Co-Principal Investigator  
Michael H. Seltzer, University of California, Los Angeles, Co-Principal Investigator 

This study is supported by a grant from the Spencer Foundation, Chicago, IL, whose mission is to cultivate “knowledge and 
new ideas about education [to] improve students’ lives and enrich society. (www.spencer.org) 
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